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was included in the grant he received. It is a tra-
dition in the family that he was a man of gigantic
size, weighing more than three hundred pounds
before he was twenty-one years of age, and he was
possessed of great muscular strength. It is certain
also that he had a high degree of both moral and
physical courage.

Pie was sent as a deputy to the General Court
from Salisbury, and served his town in other
offices of trust. Removing across the Merrimac,
he lived for a short time in the town of Newbury.
In 1647, he took up his permanent residence in the
town of Haverhill, and was again on the north
fl                             side of the Merrimac, about ten miles above his

former home in Salisbury. As before, he settled
a mile or two from the "great river," and upon
the bank of a small affluent now known as
" Country Brook," but then as " East Meadow
Brook." His first house was built of logs, and
situated about half a mile southeast of the present
" Whittier homestead." Here all but the eldest of
his ten children were born. He had five sons, all
possessing the stalwart proportions of their father,
each of them being more than six feet in height.

In this log house he lived with his large family
until about sixty-eight years of age, when he began
to hew the oaken beams for a new and more capa-
cious dwelling. The site which he selected was
near by, upon the bank of a pretty rivulet, tum-
bling in a series of cascades through a ravine run-
ning along the north base of Job's Hill. In this
retired and picturesque spot he built the house
which he occupied until his death, November 28,